
Infographic 
as impossibility
in its purest form

— Idea — Data— Design1 2 3The Penrose
triangle

The Penrose triangle
or Penrose tribar, is 
an impossible object.
It was first created
by the artist Oscar 
Reutersvärd in 1934. 
The mathematician 
Roger Penrose 
independently devised 
and popularised it in 
the 1950s, describing 
it as impossibility 
in its purest form
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With this poster, Italian art director Francesco 
Franchi answers the questions: What is an  
infographic? How does one define the job of the 
infographic designer? With all the countless  
considerations that go into a successful infographic 
in mind, he jokingly refers to it as “impossi-
bility in its purest form.”

Der italienische Artdirector Francesco Franchi 
schuf dieses Poster als Antwort auf die Frage,  
was eine Infografik sei und wie er den Beruf des 
Infografikers definiere. Angesichts der zahl-
reichen Überlegungen, die in eine gelungene Info-
grafik eingehen, bezeichnete er sie scherzhaft  
als „Unmöglichkeit in Reinform“. 

Le directeur artistique italien Francesco Franchi  
a créé cette affiche en réponse à la question de 
ce qu’est une infographie et comment il définissait 
le métier d’infographiste. Au vu des multiples 
réflexions à prendre en compte pour une info-
graphie réussie, il a qualifié cette dernière en plai-
santant d’« impossibilité par excellence ». 

2012

001-041_HISTORY_OF_INFOGRAPHICS_JU_INT_03435.indd   2 25.03.19   10:12

4 — 40
Line, Color, Area, Symbol. 
1,200 Years of Visually  
Transferring Knowledge 
Sandra Rendgen

41 — 96

Middle Ages
97 — 120
Seeing Data through Maps  
David Rumsey

121 — 224

Early Modern Age
225 — 248
Mining Gems from the History 
of Data Visualization 
Michael Friendly

249— 342

19th Century
343 — 366  
Understanding Humans and Machines 
Michael Stoll

367 — 430 

20th Century
431 — 454 
The Forgotten Origins  
of News Infographics 
Scott Klein

455 — 462 
Appendix

001-041_Hist_Infogfx_0b_Introduction_LITHO_03435_prepress_190326.indd   3 27.03.19   13:38001-041_HISTORY_OF_INFOGRAPHICS_JU_INT_03435.indd   3 25.03.19   10:12




